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HND/HNC in Computing 

This programme is only offered at Barking and Dagenham College.

The Programme specification provides a summary of the main features of the HND/HNC in Computing course, the programme of study and the learning outcomes that a ‘typical’ student might reasonably be expected to achieve and demonstrate if he/she passes the course.

Further detailed information on the learning outcomes, content and teaching and learning methods of each unit, may be found in the Course Handbook.
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Summary of distinctive features of the course

	Barking and Dagenham College is within easy reach of Central London and is well placed to meet the educational needs of the rapidly expanding creative industries based in the Thames Gateway. The college is committed to widening participation by promoting educational opportunities for mature and alternatively qualified students as well as for college and school leavers who are more traditionally qualified.



COURSE AIMS

	The course aims to:
· To equip individuals with applied knowledge, understanding and skills for success in employment in the computing industry

· To enable progression to an undergraduate degree or further professional qualification in Computing or related areas
· To provide specialist studies relevant to individual vocations and professions in which students are working or intend to seek employment in the IT and computing sectors and their related industries
· To developing the learners ability in through effective use and combination of the knowledge and skills gained
· To develop a range of skills and techniques, personal qualities and attributes essential for successful performance in working life and thereby enable learners to make an immediate contribution to employment

· To provide flexibility, knowledge, skills and motivation as a basis for future studies and career development




LEARNING OUTCOMES

	Upon successful completion of the course, students will have developed:
· Synthesis of a range of concepts, knowledge and skills relating to computing

· Application of complex theories to practical realistic work situations in the computing Sector

· Independence of approach to study and the generation of computing evidence

· Ability to engage with complex and/or unpredictable situations in computing contexts

· Ability to take responsibility to manage and direct their own and others’ activities

· Insight and judgement in relation to the margins and consequences of error

· Research and investigative skills

· Responsiveness to change and ability to multi-task

· Ability to innovate and work in a creative way.

Intellectual Skills

· Ideas, concepts, proposals and solutions independently and collaboratively from set assignments.

· Diverse thinking strategies through the process of observation, investigation and visualisation 




KEY SKILLS

	You will also have developed Key/transferable skills and will be able to:
· Exercise self management skills in planning workloads and meeting deadlines 

· Respond to change and uncertainty

· Analyse information and experience, and formulate reasoned argument

· Value the critical judgement of others, and recognise personal strengths and needs

· Use interpersonal and social skills to interact with others 

· Communicate ideas and information in visual, oral and written forms

· Present ideas and work to various audiences

· Apply information skills to retrieve, and manage information from a variety of sources



REFERENCE POINTS

	Subject Benchmark Statements: Computing


	


LEARNING, TEACHING AND ASSESSMENT

	Teaching and Learning Methods and Strategies 

The programmes are designed to offer a structured and stimulating educational experience. Your skills and understanding of applications and processes will be developed through a planned series of assignments. 

Learners must pass all 10 units on their programme of learning to be awarded a BTEC Higher National Certificate and all 16 units to be awarded a BTEC Higher National Diploma.

The assessment of BTEC Higher National qualifications is criterion-referenced. All units will be individually graded as ‘pass’, ‘merit’ or ‘distinction’. To achieve a pass grade for the unit, you must meet the assessment criteria set out in the specifications.

The units in BTEC Higher National qualifications all have a standard format which is designed to provide clear guidance on the requirements of the qualification



	Assessment methods and strategies
The purpose of assessment is to ensure that effective learning of the content of each unit has taken place. Evidence of this learning, or the application of the learning etc, is required for each unit. 

The process of assessment can aid effective learning by seeking and interpreting evidence to decide the stage you as a learner have reached in your learning, what further learning needs to take place and how best to do this. 



	Destination and Progression

Progression from the BTEC Higher National programmes can be directly into employment or via further study at degree level.  Employed learners will continue in employment and many full-time learners go into employment on achievement of their award where they will often undertake further study towards professional body examinations in the sector.

A key progression path for BTEC Higher National Certificate and Diploma learners is to the professional qualifications offered by the British Computer Society and relevant Licensed Member organisations.  The BTEC Higher National Certificate and Diploma also offers a progression route to the second or third year of a degree of honours degree programme, depending on the match of the BTEC Higher National units to the degree programme in question.

Others progress to professional body examinations or alternatively to complement their learning with the achievement of the related occupational NVQs.


COURSE STRUCTURE & DIAGRAM

	Programme structure 











	BTEC Higher National Diploma in Computing



	Core Units

	Unit 5
	Networking Concepts
	H1

	Unit 6
	Personal Skills Development
	H1

	Specialist Units

	Unit 7
	Quality Systems
	H2

	Unit 13
	Data Analysis and Design
	H2

	Unit 23
	Project Management
	H2

	Unit 28
	Professional Development
	H1

	

	BTEC Higher National Certificate in Computing

	Core Units

	Unit 1
	Computer Platforms
	H1

	Unit 2
	Systems Analysis
	H2

	Unit 3
	Programming Concepts
	H1

	Unit 4
	Database Design Concepts
	H1

	Specialist Units

	Unit 8
	Information Systems Project
	H2

	Unit 12
	Networking Technology
	H2

	Unit 16
	Information Systems
	H2

	Unit 19
	Website Design
	H1

	Unit 22
	Human Computer Interface
	H1

	Unit 24
	e-Business Strategy
	H2


RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO STUDENTS

	Campus Wide Support

The College Counsellor can help you with any personal difficulties in or out of college.  She can also provide information and an access point to other specialist help.

The College Nurse offers confidential health advice and checks.  She also arranges visiting clinics including sexual health and contraception.

Careers, Guidance and Advice Services coordinator offers individual appoints and also works with Connexions and Futures Careers Services who run an advice shop at the college.

Barking & Dagenham College Students Union – the college employees a coordinator who provides continuity and advice to the SU Executive that run the student union for the students.

Financial Advice is provided by a team of advisors that help college students access the financial support they are entitled to.

Learning Support and Disability – support is available to assist students with identified support needs.  The college has an excellent track record of supporting students with disabilities.

Library and Learning Resources – the college library comprises of three LRC areas equipped with bookable PCs with standard software and internet access.  One of these resource centres is designated a quiet study area and higher education students are provided.  The facilities are open until 7.15pm each week day.

The Head of Higher Education – provides a voice for higher education in the colleges’ management structure and he coordinates activities and events and ensures quality standards on programmes.

Course Specific Resources




ADMISSION TO THE COURSE (See also the UCAS Entry Profile)

	Entry Requirements
Applicants should be a minimum of 18 years and have educational attainment equivalent to 120 UCAS points i.e. at least two A levels (grade C) in the chosen area of study of a pass/merit at a relevant National.
Mature Applicants
We are committed to improving access to education for those without formal qualifications. We will consider applicants who can show evidence of experiential learning that is equivalent to the required formal qualifications. 

If you have been out of education for a few years but have relevant vocational experience in business, marketing, human resources, law or finance, accreditation of prior experience will be considered as an alternative entry requirement. 

All candidates will be required to attend an interview where your ability to undertake the course will be assessed. 




METHODS OF EVALUATING AND IMPROVING QUALITY AND STANDARDS

	How we evaluate and improve standards of learning

As a student of the college you are entitled to express your views on your course and the college in general.  You will be asked to respond to at least two surveys each year that you are at the college.  You will have the chance to air your views through an elected student representative at monthly course meetings.  Your representative may also attend a cross college HE Forum where your views on the college and any concerns will be discussed.

The college has a comprehensive quality assurance programme that monitors all courses through course review, achievement of performance indicators and observation of teaching and learning.

In this provision all project briefs and assignments are internally verified to ensure that all learning outcomes and grading criteria are met.

This course is externally monitored by Edexcel’s external examiners who advise on academic standards and ensure that all learning objectives have been met.
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