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ABOUT THE PROGRAMME

What is the HNC in Fine Art
The programme is delivered in a supportive environment working within small groups with excellent facilities and highly qualified and experienced staff.  

Satisfactory completion of the HNC Fine Art course will enable you to progress on to the second year of the HND Fine Art course or on to a BA (Hons) Fine Art programme.  Alternatively you may wish to progress directly into employment.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS


Programme structure

This is a one year programme which is divided into three terms.  You will be required to study for a minimum of 35 hours per week – this will be made up of a mixture of lectures, seminars, practical workshops, independent study, research and project work. 

The HNC covers a broad range of disciplines including two and three dimensional, lens-based and digital media. These practical areas are supported through contextual studies. 
Learning environment

Your programme will be delivered in purpose built art and design studios, workshops and IT rooms using industry standard software and dual platform Mac and PC computers.  There is open access to purpose built art and design studios, printmaking studio, ceramic kiln, and excellent photographic studio and range of equipment.
Assessment

The 10 units that make up the programme have a total credit value of 120.  The standard of your work will be assessed through a completion of portfolio of work and written assignments. Each project and assignment will have clear learning outcomes and guidance on what you need to do to be successful. The achievement of learning outcomes will contribute to your success in one or more units of study. You will be given the opportunity to display and exhibit your work during the course at galleries outside of the college and in the interim and end-of-year diploma show at Barking & Dagenham College.

Once all learning outcomes have been completed your achievement will be graded.
Work experience/placement opportunities

An important aspect of the Higher National Certificate is professional practice and a vocational context for your work.  There are good links between the college and the cultural and creative industry and industry professionals will delivery lectures and facilitate visits to their studios.  You will also have many opportunities to visit exhibitions, art fairs, artist’s studios, galleries in the London area, as well as a cultural trip abroad.
Project work

Your skills and understanding of processes will be developed through a planned series of practical skill based activities. Project based work is designed to allow the development of skills and explore conceptual ideas and develop creativity. You will participate in, and contribute to, peer group critique, portfolio reviews and exhibitions of work-in-progress that will enable you to identify areas for development and improvement. You will be expected to visit art galleries, exhibitions and other artist’s studios as part of your studies.

As part of your development as an artist you will be encouraged to submit your work for exhibition and apply for commissions.

Theoretical, conceptual studies and underpinning knowledge and understanding of professional and contemporary practice will be developed through formal teaching sessions and seminars.

Added value

Barking & Dagenham College is situated within 15 miles of central London where the largest number of Fine Art studios, galleries and museums in the UK are located. This proximity enables you to build meaningful vocational links during your time at Barking & Dagenham College and enables staff to organise regular visits to exhibitions, museums, art fairs and artists studios. Barking town centre receives regeneration funding and is within the exciting Thames Gateway development with planned expansion of the transport infrastructure, new housing, educational, employment and cultural opportunities.
IS THIS THE PROGRAMME FOR ME?

If you are interested in .......
· Making art in 2D and 3D
· Visiting galleries and museums
· Photography
· Digital Art, film and video
· Image manipulation
If you enjoy....

· Developing creative ideas
· Working in groups and as an individual 

· painting, drawing, printmaking, sculpture, lens based and digital media
· Using computers for making artwork animation, design and video editing

· Using video cameras

· Drawing and using a range of art materials

If you want....

· To develop and apply visual skills within the field of Fine Art
· To be equipped to join other creative practitioners within the field of Fine Art
· To participate actively in group working at college and in practice
· To be able to, potentially, contribute to the growing visual culture based in London
Your future career

After completion of the course, you may wish to progress to employment as a fine art practitioner, a community based artist or as a technical assistant. Alternatively, you may wish to undertake further study that will enable you to progress in related areas such as teaching. There is also the opportunity for students to progress to the HND Fine Art and BA (Hons) Fine Art courses. We have well established relationships and can facilitate progression to a number of local Universities  
How we support you

You will be well supported through an effective tutorial system and staff will focus on your individual needs as a learner. A range of professional services are available including: careers advice: learning support: counselling and health advice. The college library provides study skills workshops and in addition to book and non-book resources there is a quiet study area that is prioritised for higher education students. You will have excellent access to ICT equipment including a range of high quality specialist facilities in art, design and interactive media.
Bonus factors

· Close proximity to the museums, galleries and creative industries in Central London
· You will have opportunities to submit work to local, national and international galleries and competitions
· Close links with UEL, Middlesex University, Kingston University, University of the Arts London.
· Opportunity to progress on to the HND Fine Art programme at Barking College
· Opportunity to progress onto BA (Hons) Fine Art courses 
· World class art galleries, museums, exhibition venues and festivals

Programme aims and learning outcomes

What is this programme designed to achieve?

This programme is designed to give you the opportunity to:

· Develop practical, historical and theoretical understanding of Fine Art practice
· Provide a platform for students to access their imagination and develop their creative identity 

· Establish key transferable and employability skills and develop a multi tasking and multi skills approach to professional practices.

What will you learn?

Knowledge 

· Understanding of Fine Art industry and related work placements
· Historical, theoretical and ethical positions in response to contemporary Fine Art

· Understand the relationship between traditional skills and developing technologies

· Understand the creative potential of Fine Art practice

Thinking skills

· Self reliance and self evaluation

· Self reflection / analysis and critical awareness 
· Creative thinking and convention 

· Visual research skills

Subject-Based Practical skills

· Production and studio practice
· Technical aptitude

· Pre planning and production organisation
· Presentational skills 

Skills for life and work (general skills)

· Time management - participation and working to deadlines
· Working within groups and independently
· Work experience

· Interpersonal skills - client awareness


The programme structure

Introduction
HNC Award

7 core units
+
3 optional units
=
HNC Award

Options are selected by the course team in consultation with students to meet the needs of the individual

BTEC Higher Nationals, Fine Art Unit Titles

Core Units

Unit 1 Drawing in fine art


(H1)

Unit 2 Developing fine art language

(H1)

Unit 3 Developing a fine art identity

(H2)

Unit 4 Historical & contextural referencing
(H1)

Unit 5 Critical study



(H2)

Unit 6 Visual arts professional practice
(H2)

Unit 7 Materials & processes in fine art
(H1)

Option Units

Unit 8 Drawing; personal development
(H2)

Unit 9 Lens based recording techniques
(H1)

Unit 10 Presenting & exhibiting artwork
(H1)

Unit 12 Painting



(H1)

Unit 13 Fine art printmaking


(H1)

Unit 14 Fine art sculpture


(H1)

Unit 17 Time based artwork


(H1)

Unit 18 Fine art digital applications

(H2)

Unit 19 Digital imaging


(H2)

Unit 21 Site specific art


(H2)

Unit 23 Specialist studio practice

(H2)

Options are selected by the course team in consultation with students to meet the needs of the individual

Teaching and learning methods and strategies
Your skills and understanding of processes will be developed through a planned series of practical skill based activities. Project based work is designed to allow the development of skills and explore conceptual ideas and develop creativity. You will participate in, and contribute to, peer group critique, portfolio reviews and exhibitions of work-in-progress that will enable you to identify areas for development and improvement. You will be expected to visit art galleries, exhibitions and other artist’s studios as part of your studies.

As part of your development as an artist you will be encouraged to submit your work for exhibition and apply for commissions.

Theoretical, conceptual studies and underpinning knowledge and understanding of professional and contemporary practice will be developed through formal teaching sessions and seminars.

Assessment methods and Strategies
The standard of your work will be assessed through a completion of portfolio of work and written assignments. 

Each project and assignment will have clear learning outcomes and guidance on what you need to do to be successful. The achievement of learning outcomes will contribute to your success in one or more units of study.

You will be required to display your work during the course and in the end-of-year diploma show.

Once all learning outcomes have been completed your achievement will be graded.

Learning Support

During the course you will have regular personal tutorials during which you will agree personal learning goals and your progress through your individual learning plan will be monitored.

Teaching, learning and assessment 

Teaching and learning

Knowledge is developed through

· Workshops and demonstrations
· Lectures, tutorials and seminars
· Professional practice talks
· Personal research and independent study
· Exhibitions and gallery visits
· Screenings of films
· Using learning resources and the internet

Thinking skills are developed through

· Tutorials and seminars
· Independent creative practice
· Project work
Practical skills are developed through

· Practical workshops
· Working to project briefs
· Professional practice talks
· Study visits

· Use of computers
Skills for life and work (general skills) are developed through

· Professional practice talks
· Work placements
· Group projects
· Personal and team presentations

Assessment
Knowledge is assessed by

· Oral presentation of ideas during seminars, tutorials and at the end of each module
· Essays, reports and research folders at the end of each module
· Breadth and depth of research work 
Thinking skills are assessed by

· Oral presentation of ideas during seminars, tutorials and at the end of each module

· Essays, reports and research folders at the end of each module

· Innovation and lateral thinking displayed in realisation of work in relation to project briefs
Practical skills are assessed by

· Continuous monitoring of workshop progress
· Presentation of portfolio at the end of the module
Skills for life and work (general skills) are assessed by

· Participation in workshops, seminars, tutorials and meetings
· Time management in relation to meeting project deadlines
· Engagement in professional practice components of the programme, work placement, and group activities
How we assure the quality of this programme

Before this programme started

Before this programme started a validation panel checked that:
· there would be enough qualified staff to teach the programme

· adequate resources would be in place

· the overall aims and objectives were appropriate

· the content of the programme met national benchmark requirements

· the programme met any professional/statutory body requirements

· the proposal met other internal quality criteria covering a range of issues such as admissions policy, teaching, learning  and assessment strategy and student support mechanisms

This is done through a process of programme approval which involves consulting academics and experts.
How we monitor the quality of this programme
The quality of this programme is monitored each year through evaluating:

· external examiner reports (considering quality and standards)

· statistical information (considering issues such as the pass rate)

· student feedback

Drawing on this and other information, programme teams undertake the annual Review and Enhancement Process which is co-ordinated at divisional level and includes student participation.  
The role of the programme committee

This programme has a programme committee comprising all relevant teaching staff, student representatives and others who make a contribution towards the effective operation of the programme (e.g. library/technician staff). The committee has responsibilities for the quality of the programme. It provides input into the operation of the Review and Enhancement Process and proposes changes to improve quality
The role of external examiners

The standard of this programme is monitored by at least one external examiner.  External examiners have two primary responsibilities:

· to ensure the standard of the programme

· to ensure that justice is done to individual students

External examiners fulfil these responsibilities in a variety of ways including:

· approving exam papers/assignments

· attending examination boards

· reviewing samples of student work and moderating marks

· ensuring that regulations are followed
Listening to the views of students

The following methods for gaining student feedback are used on this programme:

· module evaluations

· student representation on programme committees

· project critiques and tutorials
Students are notified of the action taken through:

· posting information regularly on the college’s VLE (e-campus)
· circulating the minutes of the programme committee

· providing details on the programme notice board
Listening to the views of others 

The following methods are used for gaining the views of other interested parties:

· conferences and research
· consultancy
· industrial liaison committee

· placements
· visits

Where you can find further information
Further information about this programme is available from:

· The Barking & Dagenham College website (http://www.barkingcollege.ac.uk)

· The programme handbook (http://www.barkingcollege.ac.uk)
· Module specifications, teaching notes, assignments, scheme of work and student handbook (http://www.barkingcollege.ac.uk > e-campus LEARN















This one year Higher National Certificate has a vocational emphasis and enables you to develop your skills in painting, drawing, printmaking, sculpture, lens based and digital media. You will also gain valuable experience in a professional context through a well developed professional exhibition programme. You will be given the opportunity to exhibit, promote and sell your artwork in external galleries and at the interim and Final Diploma Showcase exhibitions within the college. 





The HNC in Fine Art puts a special emphasis on the acquisition of skills in painting, drawing, printmaking and sculpture. It is practice-based and work-based. It aims to develop your creative potential as an individual and as a collaborator. 





Throughout the course your progress will be monitored by means of tutorials, reviews and assessments. These procedures are designed to support your independent study through critical feedback from the tutorial staff, whose own practice as artists reflects the diversity of the course content. 





The course also has a museum and gallery led programme designed to help you put your work into context and assist you in identifying your particular creative direction and cultural interests and in developing your research and analytical skills. You will participate and visit international museum and galleries during the course, cultural trips abroad have included trips to Paris and Madrid.





Workshops, tutorials, lectures, seminars and exhibitions run throughout the two years of the course to support your studio work. Information technology and presentation skills are embedded throughout the course. Assessment is continuous and teaching methods include case studies, essays, presentations, assignments and projects. 











For entry on to the course, you will be expected to: 


be at least 18 years of age by 1 September of the year of entry  


have 1 A level pass plus passes in 4 other subjects at GCSE grade C or above 


or Edexcel/BTEC National Diploma in a related subject 


or have successfully completed a one year Diploma Foundation Studies course in Art	           and Design and the equivalent of 5 GCSE passes at Grade C or above 


or have successfully completed a related Access course 


or hold equivalent, related qualifications 


or hold equivalent, related work experience 


have IELTS level 6.5 or equivalent if English is not the first language.


 Mature Students


We are committed to improving access to education for those without formal qualifications. We will consider applicants who can show evidence of experiential learning that is equivalent to the required formal qualifications and applicants with qualifications equivalent to the ones stated above. All students' equivalent skills will be assessed against the courses accreditation of prior experiential learning (APEL) scheme. You will also be asked to submit a portfolio of your art and design work. The APEL scheme will look for evidence of skills in problem solving and communication, a practical aptitude, independent and self-motivated approaches to learning, collaboration and team-work and taking the initiative. It will also investigative abilities and evidence to succeed on an art and design course.





Suitable candidates


The HNC in Fine Art is seeking students who wish to undertake a course that is intensive and broad. In addition to developing skills within the areas of painting, drawing, printmaking and sculpture potential students should also be interested in developing knowledge of the creative industries. Students applying for this course should be ambitious, have motivation, resilience, imagination and enterprise and evidence of an interest in art and design. The course maintains a selective admission policy, accounting for a student body that is enthusiastic about the programmes of study. Students may have some previous experience of art and design or may be new to this area but show evidence of advancing rapidly. The HNC welcomes applications from all ages and backgrounds. 





Portfolio advice 


Your portfolio should contain sufficient work to indicate basic technical competence and drawing skills. It is also important that it demonstrates your particular artistic personality. We will also consider student portfolios with a level of competence in other areas of art and design against the courses APEL scheme (e.g. textiles, surface design or photography). 


Please note, a few carefully selected works representative of your overall direction and strengths is preferable to an overloaded history of everything that you have done.
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